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Teshuva Requires
Identical Circumstances

B.Z. Meyer

TESHUVA — REPENTANCE is the best English can do — is a special
gift to the Jewish people. We may commit a serious transgression,
€ven an intentional one. Yet we are enabled to obliterate the sin, as it
were, through the teshuva mechanism. Qutlined in the Rambam’s
Hilchos Teshuva, this requires abandoning the behavior, acknowledging
the wrong we have committed, regretting it genuinely, and determin-
ing never to do it again.

The teshuva process is complete only when the transgressor fiads
himself in circumstances identical to those under which he had first
succumbed. To be in the same situation, and to resist the urge to sin
again, is to be a true baal teshuva. Only in this way is the wrong fully
righted. The identical-circumstances test is the acid test of teshuva.

This procedure, generally conceived on an individual level, is

given a new slant in Em Habanim Smecha, a sefer written by Rabbi |

Issachar Shlomo Teichtal in Hungary some forty-five years ago.
Among the myriad sources cited by the author in praise of the re-
newed settlement and building of Eretz Yisroel, there is this particu-

larly fascinating one from Ahavas Yonasan (parshas Balak): “(In the '

future) numerous troubles will befall them, and with it all they will
not leave HaShem or their territory. And this will constitute the es-
sence of our teshuva.... The ultimate atonement for [their major sin in
the past] will be that they will not abandon their Land.”

The author of these words, Rabbi Yonasan Eibeshutz, wrote them
225 years ago. He foresaw a time when a difficult situation would
prevail in the holy Land, and yet large numbers of Jews would have
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TO DWELL IN THE PALACE

attention to returning to our Land. They give their lives for it, refusing
to settle any other land. Surely this is counted as teshuva in the eyes of
G-d!” (Em Habanim Smecha, Pri Ha’'Aretz edition, p- 109) ™N l

The Hungarian rqy was describing a phe enon which defied
all the rules of human naryre. Jews who had left Torah, and were
rebelling against al] jis commandments, had embraced, as an ap-
parent substitute, one single mitzva — that of settling the Land of
Israel. With tremendous bravery and even heroism, they were fight-
ing hunger, near-impossible living conditions, malaria and other dis-
cases, wild animals, and deadly human enemies — 3| ip order to
make the Land of Israe] 3 Jewish land once again. Despite serious
flaws in their Particular motivation, they were enduring grave hard-

But the complete geula did not follow the devotion of those
“lowest among our people.” We may hope that their self-sacrifice was

Consider: The initial transgression for which repeated destruc-
tion was visited upon us was “rejection of the coveted Land.” We sent
spies to the Land, and they found problems. They spoke ill of the
Land, and the people cried and said, “We cannot go there.”

Those spies were not the lowest of our people. It is easy to forget,
but well~documemed, that they were our greatest tzaddikim. When
men of such caliber rejected the Land, our national guilt was too great

Now here we are some 3500 years after that pivotal offense.
Today’s situation may well contain the elements which all our history
has been waiting for. Once again, a sizable Jewish Ppopulation is being
tested with the test of Eretz Yisroel. And there are, today, many great
tzaddikim among us. Great Torah leaders of our generation, along
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New Perspectives on Old Sources

with more Jews than left Egypt, walk the streets of the Land of Israel,
and withstand its unique difficulties.

Our trials include harrassment by our enemies and conditions
which may, at first glance, seem no different from those once summed
up as a “Land which devours its inhabitants.” But today we bear
witness to a remarkable phenomenon. We “will not leave HaShem or
abandon our territory.” In spite of inflation, threats from without,
and disagreements within, we refuse to budge. We sense, at some
Ieve_l at least, that if/the Almighty wants us herg, He will enable us to

We ‘may' perhaps dare to surmise that our presence here is, in and
of itself, atonement; that this is indeed being accepted as full-circle
teshuva. After all, are these not signs of His favor all around us? The
breathtaking expansion of Jerusalem, the steady dotting of the map
with new settlements, the blooming deserts? Ruins are being rebuilt,
brides rejoice with bridegrooms, boys and girls play in the streets of
the capital. High prices notwithstanding, Jewish families here are
bigger than anywhere else in the world, Torah learning more preva-
lent, mitzva observance on the rise.

Giants, insurmountable problems? Oh, we may see them, as did
our forefathers in the desert. But we today, unlike them, will not be
deterred. We have, after all the centuries of affliction, learned the
lesson of history. Collectively, as a people, we are going through the
test of teshuva. Some of us for peripheral or irrelevant reasons, some
of us without thinking at all. But we have genuinely regretted the
rejection of our Land. We have proven it by sticking by Eretz Yisroel,
its “problems” notwithstanding.

We have every reason to be optimistic. If more people of Israel —
studying the deeds of our forefathers — seek national as well as
individual teshuva, they will join us. Then our sin will surely be erased
and our punishment of exile terminated forever!

Can any Jew today willingly refuse to be part of this process?
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