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Prayer is not a "spare wheel™ that you pull out when in trouble, but it is a "steering wheel" that directs the
right path throughout.
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In this week's Torah Portion, there are three major subjects: finding the right path in life which will be
supported by a permanent place for the Temple; the foods we may and may not eat; and, how we deal with
the property and money Hashem gave us at the end of the Parsha, Moses reminds the Jewish people of the
Jewish Holidays, and I think this ties in with the three ideas mentioned above

When a person makes the right decision to choose the Path of Life (the good path), when he or she celebrate
a Jewish Holiday, they should keep in mind that G-d's house is the right place to do so, with the foods G-d
allowed us to eat, and by giving the poor, stranger, Levite, widow & orphan all the support they need.

Thank G-d my family is alive and well, but there are many people who are widowed, orphaned, even
grieving for a lost child or sibling and in need of an invitation - especially on Shabbat and Holidays, this is
when we feel the loss the most. | think this is why our practice is to say Yizkor on the Holidays.
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The Torah says: "VESAMACHTA LIFNAY HASHEM ELOKECHA - ATA UVINCHA UVITECHA

AVDECH VA'AMATECHA (you should be happy before Hashem - you and your son and your daughter
and your slave and maidservant) VEHALEVI... VEHAGGER, VEHAYATOM VEHA'ALMANA (the
Levite, the foreigner (stranger), the orphan and the widow)" (Deuteronomy 16, 11) Rashi comments on this:
"If you make these four (the latter) happy - | (Hashem) will make your four (the former) happy"!

Tonight we begin the celebration of the new month of Elul - Rosh Chodesh, and this name of the month
according to tradition is the acronym for several ideas, in fact they all tie in with the ideas above.

.IANI LEDODI VEDODI LI - I am to my beloved (Hashem), and my beloved is unto me

2ISH LE'RE'EHU UMATANOT LA'EVIONIM - one person to their fellow and gifts for the poor

3ET LEVAVCHA VE'ET LEVAV - your heart and the heart of....
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