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“Chemistry is a Verb”
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Guy Rapoport — Eshel HaNasi 5763:

About choosing to study Chemistry: I don't recall if you asked us this
question in the tour, so here's my answer. I always saw all other
subjects in school as manifestations of chemistry/physics. In biology,

for example - you do not look at things in the deepest levels: you go
up a few steps, from atoms to molecules to cells to complete organs -
and you say, "ah! this is how it works!". In the non-scientific

subjects - psychology, for example - although much empirical data has
been collected, it can't be denied that the structures suggested in
these studies might be simply imagined-order. Or, they'd work like a
superstition which the believer causes to prove itself right. It's not
that Chemistry and Physics are flawless - but instead of swimming in
oceans of knowledge that might be disputed as soon as a new, more
correct theorem would be found - in Chemistry you always get the
feeling of flying ahead, straight as an arrow, into the depths of
mystery, where very basic rules describe how everything larger would
be derived from the delicate relationships between atoms. For me, it
is natural to feel excited by quantom mechanics - I don't consider it
as a branch of physics but of chemistry. A science like this is where
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the boundaries fall and what pulls your interest in isn't the
"physics" or "chemistry" of it - but your own sheer interest in the
infrastructure of reality. That's why I study chemistry -

so I'd be able to concentrate on the deepest, most basic level - and
not ascend to heights in which one has to form an theory or opinion
just for the sake of having a "view on things".
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